The ever increasing difficulties that the European Court of Human Rights (hereafter the Court) has faced in handling the remorseless increase in applications being lodged with it has been a topic regularly analysed in this journal. of parties to a treaty voluntarily applying its provisions on a provisional basis prior to the formal entry into force of the treaty. 4 She based her letter on Article 25 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969) 5 which provides that:
1. A treaty or part of a treaty is applied provisionally pending its entry into force if:
(a) the treaty itself so provides; or (b) the negotiating States have in some other manner so agreed.
2. Unless the treaty otherwise provides or the negotiating States have otherwise agreed, the provisional application of a treaty or part of a treaty with respect to a State shall be terminated if that State notifies the other States between which the treaty is being applied provisionally of its intention not to become a party to the treaty. He expressed the view that the introduction of the single-judge formation to determine the (in)admissibility of weak applications and the empowering of Committees (composed of three Judges) to determine the merits of repetitive cases could increase the Court's efficiency by 20-25 percent. These reforms could not solve the workload crisis, but would be "an extremely useful contribution". The idea is for the States, guarantors of human rights, to give human rights protection a second wind. That would help to express support for the Court and to pump new life into this fifty-year-old by offering it a cure of youthfulness.
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We will no doubt be analysing how this proposal develops in future issues of the Review.
